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The following is an overview of the October 15, 2009 Regular Meeting of the Board of Education.
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Action

· The Board was presented a proclamation recognizing the Rocky River City School District’s Excellent with Distinction rating on the state report card by Nan Baker.  

· The Board passed a resolution approving the following Board Policy; Ohio Operating Standards for Ohio Educational Agencies Serving Children with Disabilities is adopted.  

· The Board passed resolutions approving the September 2009 Financial Statement and Intrafund Transfers for General Accounting; Resolution to Amend Appropriation; Resolution to Approve Then and Now Certificate; and Resolution to Approve the Five-Year Forecast.   
· Retirement and resignation, appointments for certified staff, substitute teachers, supplemental duty appointments, and support personnel resolution was approved. 

· The Board passed a resolution to approve two Leave of Absences.  

· The Board passed a resolution to enter into a Lease Agreement with Community Challenge.

· A notice of Decision on Suspension Appeal Hearings was read into the minutes.

· The Board passed a resolution to Discard, Sell and/or Donate Surplus Property.

· The Board passed a resolution to Support Red Ribbon Week, October 18-23, 2009.

· The Board passed a resolution to adopt the revised 2011-2012 School Calendar.  

· The Board passed a resolution to approve the Varsity Baseball Team Trip to Bradenton, Florida over spring break.  

· The Board passed a resolution to approve a candidate for graduation.  

· The Board passed a resolution to Select and Rank Qualified Professional Design Service Firms and to Enter into Negotiations with the Most Qualified Firm under O.R.C. 153.69.  
· The following donations were accepted by the Board:

· Anonymous: A donation in the amount of $1,000.00 for the purchase of books for the RRHS Media Center.

· Rocky River Education Foundation: A donation in the amount of $1,000.00 to Goldwood Primary School to be used for Supplemental Educational Enrichment.   
· Rocky River Education Foundation: A donation in the amount of $1,000.00 to Kensington Intermediate School to be used for Supplemental Educational Enrichment.   

· Rocky River Education Foundation: A donation in the amount of $1,000.00 to Rocky River High School to be used for Supplemental Educational Enrichment.   

· Rocky River Education Foundation: A donation in the amount of $500.00 to Learning Resources to be used for Supplemental Educational Enrichment.   

Reports
· Mrs. Debra Bernard and Rocky River High School’s Student Leadership team gave a presentation regarding everything that they have accomplished so far this year and what their plans are for the rest of the year.  The high school students who presented were Tim Gibbons, Stephanie Thomas, Julie Constantino, Olivia Vitou, Jenna Gentner, Ricardo Locci and Rob Hendricks.  
Superintendent’s Update – Dr. Michael Shoaf

· Dr. Shoaf introduced Stephanie Thomas, one of the Student-Board of Education Liaisons, who updated the Board of Education on current happenings at the high school. 

· Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction, Elizabeth Anderson, announced that within the next two weeks several Strategic Development Teams are meeting.  Also, Professional Development Day, November 13, 2009 will be incorporating several inservices for our K-5 certificated staff; 6-12 certificated staff and K-12 tutors.  A summary of how the certificated staff spent NEOEA Day was also distributed.  
· Coordinator of Communications and Technology – Elizabeth Anderson announced for Dianna Foley, who was absent, that our two new computer labs are up and running and we have received good comments from staff regarding the necessity of the labs.  There will also be a Certification Technology course being offered for all staff with two classes taking place in November and January this school year. 

· Dr. Shoaf announced the National Merit Semi-Finalist and Commended Students reception would be held on October 26, 2009 at 10:45 a.m. in the High School Media Center. 

· Dr. Shoaf distributed a copy of the Red Ribbon Week agenda.

· A flyer for Parenting for Prevention was distributed.

· A draft letter to Mayor Bobst regarding the EMS Squad at varsity home football games was distributed. 

· Dr. Shoaf met with Bob Dykes from Triad Research.  There will be two community engagements this November; a survey in January, with a phone survey earlier.  Dr. Shoaf noted that there is a short window of time for getting this on the ballot.  He will meet again with Triad Research after reviewing their proposal.  Further discussion was agreed upon for the November 9th Board of Education meeting.

Finance Committee – Mr. Swartz

· The Finance Committee met prior to the regular Board of Education Meeting on October 15th at 6 p.m.  The main topic of that meeting was a review and discussion of the five-year forecast for the Oct. 31 filing period, which took up the majority of that meeting.  In summary, the revised forecast shows we were are being very conservative on revenue given the state of the economy and projected tax revenue decreases from declining residential property values.  Restricted state aide revenue for catastrophic costs was reduced by 50% compared to what we received in FY 09 due to a corresponding cut in the state’s appropriation for this line item.  On the expenditure side, projections include payment of all contractual agreements due for FY 10 and beyond with medical insurance premiums projected at a 15% rate increase per year going forward.  Personnel and related expenditures make up close to 83% of all expenditures, which is typical for Ohio public school districts.  It was noted that FY 11 is the last year for current contracts and the forecast is not assuming a base salary increase beyond FY 11 at this point.  Additionally, there are 8–10 possible retirements assumed by the end of FY 11 with related severance payments included in projections.  Mr. Markus, Treasurer, also briefly reviewed September month and fiscal YTD financial performance as well as year over year financial performance with the entire Board during the regular meeting. 

Rocky River Parks and Recreation Commission – Mrs. Goepfert

· No report.  Meeting is next week.

Community Challenge/Recovery Resources – Mrs. Rounds
· Red Ribbon Week will be 10/18-23/09.  Brynn Jollay, Anne George, Marie Newman all reported their building activities at the Community Challenge Coalition Meeting.  The theme is “Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds”.  Posters are exhibited on bulletin boards.  Club Soda will interact with Goldwood, Kensington and Middle School students. 

· Challenge Days will be held on November 18th and 19th.  A parent night will be held on November 11th at which time permission slips will be signed allowing their students to participate.  After Challenge Days, Middle School staff will be available from 3:30-5:00 at the Middle School for students who feel they need to debrief following these intense days.  

· Community Challenge/Recover Resources will be holding a New Years Eve Skate.

· Parent University was held Saturday October 10th in the High School Cafeteria.  About 38 parents attended with a good mix of different aged children ranging from Kensington to Middle School age.  Surveys will be distributed asking what parents would want in the future.  

· A shingle will be put up at Beach School for Community Challenge/Recovery Resources.  

· Jeanne Campanella and Suzanne Miller will attend the November PTA Council Meeting.

· Next Coalition meeting will be at the Middle School on November 20, 2009.  

· Jean Rounds will be hosting the Coalition meeting in April.  

· The Bronze Key Fundraiser invitations will be arriving soon.
Rocky River Education Foundation – Mrs. Goepfert
· No report.  The next RREF meeting is Wednesday, November 18th at 7:30 p.m. in the Curriculum Library, Board Office.
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